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UPCOMING CONCERT SCHEDULE 
CCR would like to express appreciation to 
our current corporate sponsors: 

Along the Fence Daylilies, Dansville 
Authentic Alternative Health Choice, 

Williamston 
Bappert Automotive Services, LLC, 

Williamston 
Sue Eckhart, Capellini Salon, Haslett 
Carrie Mae Thorburn, Edward Jones, 

Williamston 
Lindsay Finison, Great Lakes Clinical 

Massage Therapy 
Eileen Ellis, Health Management Assoc. 
Kim Finison Photography 
Mason Insurance Agency, Inc., Mason 
Mayflower Congregational Church 
Dr. Douglas Dietzel, MSU Sports Medicine 
Schaefer Dental Group 
Smith & DeRose Insurance, Inc., 

Williamston 
Stay Dry Basement Waterproofing 
VanAtta’s Flower Shop, Inc., Haslett 

CCR is seeking additional sponsors for the 
2014-2015 season.  For a minimum $50 
annual donation, we will include your busi-
ness card-size advertisement in our con-
cert programs and on our website.  If you 
would like to become a sponsor, contact 
Lorraine Finison at 321-3221 or visit CCR’s 
website at www.capitalcityringers.com. 

THANKS, CORPORATE SPONSORS! 

Capital City Ringers 
info@capitalcityringers.com 
1104 Alexandria Drive 
Lansing, MI  48917 

Director:  Jane C. Wright 

Ringers:  *Corlie Eldred, Kim 
Finison, Lindsay Finison, 
*Lorraine Finison, David Hafey, 
Christi Harris, Marty Herman, 
*Rick Hobrla, Marcia Hollopeter, 
Gary Masters, Michelle Ridley, 
Laura Sparks, Shannon Spasova, 
Aggie Steiner, and Stuart Talsma 

Narrator:  Rich Weingartner 

*section leaders 

CURRENT REPERTOIRE 

Please Note!  We’ve gone green!  Except for Friends of CCR and those who request paper copies, we 
have switched to email communications only.  Send an email to the above address to provide your 
email address or to be removed from our list.  Call 321-3221 if you need to receive paper mailings. 

CAPITAL CITY RINGERS 
Canticle – Sherman 
Little Fugue – Bach/Kastner 
Nocturnal Fantasy – Li 
Ragtime – Kearns 
The Sunken Cathedral – Debussy/ 
    McChesney 
Fantasy on ‘Kingsfold’ – arr. Wagner 
Te Deum – arr. Wagner 
The Nutcracker – Tchaikovsky/McChesney 
The First Noel – Shackley/Sherman 
West Indies Carol – arr. Morris 
Masters in This Hall – arr. Hall 
The Bells of Christmas – arr. Buckwalter 
Cold December Flies Away – arr. Boyer 

CCR’s 31st Annual Holiday Concert, 
“Letters to Santa,” features songs of the 
season, carols, and other handbell com-
positions and arrangements from Bach 
to Tchaikovsky, and more!  See the rep-
ertoire list on the back page of this 
newsletter.  In addition to handbells and 
handchimes, the concert features key-
board accompaniment and a variety of 
percussion instruments.  We also wel-
come flutist Lisa Moore and violinist Isoa 
Chapman on two pieces, with our own 
Shannon Spasova joining on viola for 
one of those pieces.  Come and join us 
for some holiday music and entertain-
ment at these venues: 

• Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
7910 St. Joseph Hwy. (at 
Broadbent Rd.), Lansing; Sunday, 
November 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

• Faith Lutheran Church, 4515 
Dobie Rd. (south of Hamilton Rd.), 
Okemos; Monday, December 8, at 
7:00 p.m. 

A freewill offering will be taken at our Lan-
sing-area concerts.  For directions, 
maps, and complete concert informa-
tion, go to the Concerts tab on our 
website, www.capitalcityringers.com. 



BECOME A FRIEND OF CCR An American Montage 
CCR’s fall 2013 concerts unveiled the un-
told stories behind the history of CCR as an 
elite cadre of musical commandos.  It in-
cluded some tales, perhaps exaggerated, of 
CCR’s role in the reunification of East and 
West Germany, the ending of apartheid in 
South Africa and settling border disputes in 
the Mideast.  The script featured the linguis-
tic skills of Shannon Spasova and Aggie 
Steiner, who spoke in Russian, Bulgarian, 
Czech, Polish German, and French, but the 
audience was assisted by the interpretative 
skills of Rob Meyer and his expert translations. 
The repertoire included Christmas classics 
such as Sleigh Ride, It Came Upon the Mid-
night Clear, O Little Town of Bethlehem, and 
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen.  The con-
cert ended with a tribute to a real-life musi-
cal hero, Vedran Smailovic, the “Cellist of 
Sarajevo,” as we played the TransSiberian 
Orchestra’s Christmas Eve (Sarajevo 12/24). 

The season opened in Muir at the Lyons Muir 
Church.  A tour to southeast Michigan in-
cluded performances at St. Peter Lutheran 
in Macomb and Christ Lutheran in Warren. 
In addition to our local concerts, we also 
played at the Meridian Historical Village and 
the Ingham County Medical Care Facility in 
Okemos.  A sextet of Ringers formed the Pe-
tite Ensembell and entertained audiences 
during concert intermissions and at perfor-
mances at the Lansing and Meridian Malls. 

Continued from Page 1. . . 

Michelle Ridley (a.k.a. Shell Bell) is excited to have joined CCR this fall!  She started 
ringing in 2010 when St. David’s Episcopal acquired a two-octave set of handbells.  She still 
rings at there and also plays duets.  She is the Billing Manager at Assessment Rehabilita-
tion Management and teaches water aerobics for Prime Time at the Hannah Community 
Center.  She enjoys playing the flute and singing in the church choir.  Michelle also enjoys 
spending time with her horses and dogs and raises chickens to sell free-range eggs. 

Laura Sparks (a.k.a. Belladonna) returned to CCR this fall after a 10-year absence, 
starting her fifth stint in the group!  She started ringing at Plymouth Congregational in 
1990 and currently rings there.  Laura has taught at Morrice Area Schools since 1979 in 
many capacities, and currently teaches middle school social studies and English. Her 
family includes husband Dave, to whom she has been married 34 years, grown son 
Adam and daughter Stephanie, and 20-year-old son Shawn.  Her hobbies include read-
ing, current events, gardening, being a sports fan, and playing flute and piano. 

30 Years of Peace, but not Quiet! 
We have been enjoying our latest additions, 
the D#2 and F#2 aluminum handbells.  We 
purchased the D#2 last fall, largely with do-
nations from Friends of CCR, and the F#2 
was a gift from the Angelo Vassallo Trust 
(Lorraine Finison’s late father).  It was pre-
sented to us in July during our 30th anniver-
sary Eastern tour while we were visiting the 
Malmark factory.  It was a complete surprise 
to everyone, including Lorraine’s husband/ 
fellow Ringer, Kim!  The bell was quickly in-
corporated it into our concert that very night! 

We need only the C#2 ($4300) to complete 
seven octaves.  We then plan to purchase 
the lower 7th octave handchimes (C2 to 
F#2), at a cost of about $6800.  Then, we 
surely will find more and more things we need! 

We appreciate the donations of our many 
Friends.  Please consider becoming a 
Friend of CCR, if you aren’t already.  We 
have enclosed a form for your tax-deduct-
ible contribution.  Your name(s) will be listed 
on our website, in the Ring Tones, and in 
our Lansing-area concert programs. 

MEET CCR’S NEWEST RINGERS 

Our spring/summer 2014 concert theme was a collection of American folk tunes, spiritu-
als, and patriotic music.  Audiences were mesmerized by both the music of Variations on 
a Mood: Scenes of Lake Superior and the spectacular visuals in the accompanying slide 
show.  Perhaps the most moving piece was Reflections on the Plains, which included a 
tribute to the victims of the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.  The concert also featured the 
debut of Blue Tango, a Leroy Anderson song arranged by Cathy Moklebust, which was 
commissioned by Kim and Lorraine Finison to celebrate their 25 years with CCR in 2013. 

We opened this concert season close to home and traveled farther and farther as the year 
progressed.  Following our local concerts at Delta Presbyterian, First Congregational of 
Laingsburg (as part of their 150th anniversary celebration), and St. Luke Lutheran in Haslett, 
we played at Great Lakes Christian Homes in Holt before taking the show on the road to 
First Presbyterian in Saginaw, Trinity Lutheran in Midland, and Mt. Pleasant United Methodist. 

After a two-month hiatus, in July we continued the celebration of CCR’s 30th anniversary 
with an extended Eastern tour at Resurrection Parish Catholic Church in Randolph, NJ; 
Holy Trinity Lutheran in Bethlehem, PA; First United Methodist in Hershey, PA; and, finally, 
at First United Methodist in Cuyahoga Falls, OH.  While in New Jersey, we took a side trip 
to a Revolutionary War cemetery to visit the gravesite of Marcia Hollopeter’s great, great, 
great, great, great, great grandfather, who served in General Washington’s army.  The 
same day, we toured the Malmark factory in Pennsylvania, the birthplace of our handbells 
and handchimes.  While there, we had the privilege of listening to a brief concert presented 
by Arsis, a young adult handbell ensemble from Estonia.  Read under “Become a Friend of 
CCR” about the big surprise we had there!  Someone was VERY sneaky! 

 • Sadly for us, two members of CCR left the group after our summer 2014 tour:  Nancy 
Kindraka, who moved a year ago to Royal Oak and joined the Detroit Handbell En-
semble this fall, and David Wright (Jane’s husband). 

 • We said goodbye to Betsy Greenwood and Rob Meyer after the fall 2013 season, but we 
happily welcomed back long-time ringers Lindsay Finison and David Hafey in spring 2014. 

CCR TRANSITIONS 

THE END OF AN ERA . . . 
Our wonderful founder and director, Jane 
C. Wright, has announced her retirement 
as CCR’s director, effective at the end of 
spring term 2015.  What WILL she do with 
her Monday nights after all these years??? 
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CCR MERCHANDISE 
The following CCR CDs are 
available for purchase via the 
attached order form, at our 
concerts, or through our website 
(www.capitalcityringers.com): 

“Aurora Bronzealis”, a 
recording taken from live holiday 
concert performances. 

“Season of Wonder” includes 
carols and holiday songs, featur-
ing a beautiful rendition of “I 
Wonder As I Wander” as track 1. 

“Capital Classics” includes both 
classical selections and popular 
handbell compositions/arrange-
ments, featuring Réunir, our first 
commissioned piece as track 1. 

“It’s Showtime!” features show 
tunes of all eras, from George M. 
Cohan to Henry Mancini to John 
Williams. 

Other CCR logo items are 
available at our concerts.  Check 
out the merchandise table and 
see our cool “stuff”! 

To order by mail, complete the 
attached order blank and mail 
your check or money order to: 
Capital City Ringers, 1104 
Alexandria Dr., Lansing, MI 
48917.  Add $2.00 per order for 
shipping and handling. 

CCR FRIENDS 2014 
Platinum ($1000 plus) 

The Angelo Vassallo Trust 
Kim and Lorraine Finison 

Gold ($500-$999) 
Eileen Ellis 

Silver ($250-$499) 
Robert Bappert 

Jerry and Lynne Granger 
Jane C. Wright 

Bronze ($100-$249) 
Samuel & Nancy Alguire, Don & 
Carol Christenson, Bill & Patty 

Donnally, Michael & Becca Donnally, 
Keith & Corlie Eldred, Bryce & Judy 
Forester, Terry & Sharon Graham, 

Betsy Greenwood, Lary & Mary Hill, 
Bob Hodges, Mark & Marcia 

Hollopeter, Dan & Lois Krieger, 
Nancy Steiner, Richard Weingartner, 

Joel & Karen Wortley 

Copper ($50-$99) 
Lisa & Rod Beals, Kay Ekye-Addai, 

Alex & Tabitha Esbrook, Jerry & Barb 
Fuller, Hands of Harmony Bell Choir 

of First Cong. - St. Johns, Claudia 
Heineman & Devern Chubb, Cecelia 
Kramer, Nancy Maguire, Michael & 

Susan Mahoney, Greg & Mary 
Masters, Pat & Ginny O’Rourke, Bob 
& Marie Pangman, Joy Schellhas, 
Florence Williams, Ken & Martha 

Woodward, Randy & Cricket Young 

Tin ($25-$49) 
Bob & Alana Anderson, Jackie 

Borszich, Daniel & Laura Burk, Dick 
& Irene Collier, Joe & Trudie Frick, 

Jon & Elaine Harrison, Patricia 
Heitman, Joyce Henry, Linda Hirt, 

Brenda House, Frances Johnston, 
Meredith & Roger Kennedy, Susan 
Kilmer, Rev. Kathy Kursch, Louise 
Lantz, Ron & Judy Lott, Chrisann 
Lowe, Ron Marshall & Penelope 

Laggis, Louis Piland, Dave & Audrey 
Putman, Marge Slack, Richard & Kay 

Tipton, Elizabeth & David Todd, 
Caryn & Gene Welter, Diane Wilke, 

Sally Zetzer 

Fr
ie

nd
s 

of
 C

a
p

it
a

l 
C

it
y

 R
in

ge
rs

C
a

p
it

a
l 

C
it

y
 R

in
ge

rs
C

a
p

it
a

l 
C

it
y

 R
in

ge
rs

C
a

p
it

a
l 

C
it

y
 R

in
ge

rs
C

a
p

it
a

l 
C

it
y

 R
in

ge
rs

 

www.capitalcityringers.com 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
io

n 
Le

ve
ls

 

Tin
 

$2
5 

- $
49

 
C

op
pe

r 
$5

0 
- $

99
 

Br
on

ze
 

$1
00

 - 
$2

49
 

Si
lve

r 
$2

50
 - 

$4
99

 
G

ol
d 

$5
00

 - 
$9

99
 

Pl
at

in
um

 
   

   
   

$1
,0

00
 p

lu
s 

M
ai

l c
om

pl
et

ed
 fo

rm
 a

nd
 c

he
ck

 p
ay

ab
le

 to
: 

C
ap

ita
l C

ity
 R

in
ge

rs
 

11
04

 A
le

xa
nd

ria
 D

riv
e 

La
ns

in
g,

 M
I 4

89
17

 

A
ll 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 a
re

 ta
x 

de
du

ct
ib

le
. 

 C
C

R
 is

 a
 5

01
(c

)(3
) n

on
pr

of
it 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n.

 

TO
TA

L EN
C

LO
SED

:  $_______ 

N
am

e (please print): 

Address: 
 Phone: 

C
ity: 

   State: 
     Zip: 

Item
 

Q
ty. 

 U
nit price 

    Total 
CDs 

Aurora Bronzealis 
____ 

   $15 each 
$_______ 

Season of W
onder 

____ 
   $15 each 

$_______ 

C
apital C

lassics 
____ 

   $15 each 
$_______ 

It’s Show
tim

e! 
____ 

   $15 each 
$_______ 

B
ox Sets:  A

ny 3, $40; all 4, $50! 

Shipping per order: 
   $ 2.00 

M
erchandise total:      $_______ 

M
ail com

pleted form
 and 

check payable to: 
C

apital C
ity R

ingers 
1104 Alexandria D

rive 
Lansing, M

I 48917 
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